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FOREWORD

The Third Squadron, Fifth Cavalry, In Vietnam, Part One, is part one of
a two part history of the Fifth Cavalry in Vietnam. Part one is the history
of the Fifth Cavalry from its activation at Fort Riley, Kansas, through its
deployment to Vietnam, and its initial combat operations in South Vietnam's
IIT Corps Tactical Zone. Though the squadron spent fifty-six months in
Vietnam it only served twelve months in III Corps. Significant is the fact
that during its time in Vietnam it served little with its parent 9th Infantry
Division and was instead continually under the operational control of other
divisions and regiments in I and ITI Corps.

Consequently the Fifth Cavalry's Vietnam history is interwoven within
the operational records of Army and Marine Corps commands that were deployed
over the length and breadth of South Vietnam and served in Laos and Cambodia
as well as its parent 9th Infantry Division's records. For Sixteen years I
have conducted ongoing research into the squadron's Vietnam exploits. This
in turn has allowed me to reach the point that I am now able to prepare a
history of the Fifth Cavalry during its fifty-six months in Vietnam.

The history is based primarily on operational records prepared by the
various commands under.which the squadron served. As a researcher I must
state that while I was successful in locating significant quanities of records
much remained undiscovered. Many divisional operationai report-lessons
learned had been reduced to mere skeltons by the withdrawal of.significant
amounts of the report by the Department of the Army. And many combat after
action reports were not located. But I am confident that the majority of these
documents have survived the years\since the end of the Vietnam War and will
surface in a military repository in the future.

But there was sufficient information for me to prepare a history of the
Fifth Cavalry in Vietnam from. Though because of an imbalance in the documents
I received, it is possible to present a significant amount of information on
some operations the Fifth Cavalry conducted, while others will only have the
barest of information. None-the-less I am confident this is the time to
prepare the history so that the information is available to all those who are

interested in the Fifth Cavalry's Vietnam history.




FIFTH CAVALRY LEGACY

When the 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry was activated at Fort Riley, Kansas,
on 1 February 1966 it possessed a rich military heritage extending over eleven
decades of service to the United States. The 3d Squadron is an element of the
Sth Cavalry Regiment, a parent regiment in the Army's Combat Arms Regimental
System. The 5th Cavalry is the August 1861 redesignation of the 2d Cavalry
that occurred during the Civil War when the Army redesignated its mounted
forces according to their respective dates of organizationl. Lineagely the
3d Squadron is the decendent of Company C, 2d Cavalry.

The 2d Cavalry was constituted in the United States Army on 3 March 1855
and organized on 28 May 1855 in Louisville, Kentucky. The lettered companies
were recriited from across the nation: Mobile, Alabama; Winchester, Virgina;
Western Pennsylvania; Baltimore, Maryland; St Louis, Missouri; Louisville,
Kentucky; Evansville, Indiana; Logansport, Indiana; and Cincinnati, Ohio.
Company C was organized in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.

From inception the 2d Cavalry was known as "Jeff Davis' Own" and "Jeff
Davis' Pet' in difference to then Secretary of War and future Confederate
president Jefferson Davis. The officers assigned to the 2d Cavalry were of
the highest quality. Among the officers assigned to the regiment in 1855 were
future Confederate generals: Colonel Albert Sidney Johnston* 1803-1862; Lieu-
tenant Colomnel Robert E. Lee* 1807-1870; Major William J. Hardee* 1815-1873;
Captains Edward VanvDorn 1820-1863, Edmund Kirby Smith 1824-1893; Lieutnants
John B. Hood 1831-1878, Fitzhugh Lee2 1835-1905 [Robert E. Lee's nephew]. In
addition future Union generals Major George H. Thomas3 1816-1870 and Captain
George Stoneman 1822-1894 wefe assigned to the regiment also. [* were no
longer assigned to the 2d Cavalry at the start of the Civil War.] It's horses
purchased in Kentucky were finest obtainable and costing more that what the
Army was then permitted to pay for it's horses. So it was the best mounted
regiment the country had ever seen, with each troop riding horses matched in
color.

After assembling at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, the 2d Cavalry set out
across country for Fort Belknap, Texas, where it would relieve the Regiment of
Mounted Riflemen [redesignated 3d Cavalry in August 1861]. 1In late December
1855 the 2d Cavalry reaching Texas occupied Fort Belknap and was also stationed
at Fort Mason and Fort Cooper. For the next four years the regiment was engaged
in fighting with Kiowa and Commanche Indians. Then in early 1861 as the United

States moved closer to civil war the southern officers resigned their commiss-



ions and went south. At the start of the Civil War Colonel Johnston was no

longer serving with the 2d Cavalry. Instead he was commanding the Department

of the Pacific in San Francisco, California, where he had been on duty since

1860. 1In March 1861 Robert E. Lee had been promoted to colonel of the 1st
Cavalry. Consequently neither officer was serving with the regiment at the
start of the Civil War. Shortly after Texas Succeeded from the Union the
remaining officers of the 24 Cavalry concentrated the regiment at Green Lake,
Texas, then boarded steamships at Indianola, Texas, for New York. Upon their
return the officers went to Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, to recruit the
regiment anew in the north. During its frontier service the regiment was given
campaign credit for the following campaigns: Texas 1856, Oklahoma 1858,
Oklahoma 1859,

On guard duty in Washington, D.C., three companies were with Union forces
when they crossed the Potomac River on 24 May 1861 and occupied a buffer
zone for the nation's capital. Four companies accompanied Brigadier General
Irwin McDowell when his i1l fated army departed on its attempt to capture
Richmond, Virgina, on 11 July 1861 that ended in disaster at Bull Run, the first
battle of the Civil Wara. On 3 August 1861 the 2d Cavalry was redesignated 5th
Cavalry during the Army's reorganizétion of its mounted forces.

In August 1861 the 5th Cavalry became part of the newly created Army of the
Potomac, and for the next four years its fate was tied to this army's often
badly lead fate. In the Army of the Potomac the regiment served under Generals
George B. Mc Clellan, Ambrose E. Burnside, Joseph Hooker, and George G. Meade.
The 5th Cavalry was continuiously active in fighting in Virgina, in actions
including the siege of Yorktown, Cold Harbor, Gaines Mill, ané Malvern Hill.

The regiment was active in the Maryland Campaign, participating in the pursuit
to the Potomac, and crossed into Virgina for the ensuing tweleve days of fighting.
In 1863 the 5th's role was highlighted by Stoneman's raid toward Richmond. In
1864 the regiment accompanied General Sheridan in his brillant campaign in the
Shenandoah Valley. The regiment continued its fighting right up to 9 April

1865 when ‘it had the honor to witness the surrender of General Robert E. Lee
and his Army of Northern Virgina at Appomattox Courthouse. The regiment's
Civil War campaign credits: Bull Run, Penninsula, Antietam, Fredericksburg,
Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Wilderness, Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor, Petersburg,
Shenandoah, Appomattox, Virgina 1861, Virgina 1862, Virgina 1863, Virgina 1864,
and Maryland 1863. During the Civil War the first member of the 5th Cavalry

won a Congressional Medal of Honor.




Following the Civil War elements of regiment were stationed in Tennessee,
Kentucky; Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Virgina, and the Carolinas on Recon-
struction duty. In September 1868 seven companies of the 5th Cavalry under
the command of Major William B. Royall arriving from the south by train
detrained between Fort Hayes and Fort Wallace, Kansas, and were immediately
ordered north to begin offesnive operations against Indians on Beaver Creek.
Subsequently Major Eugene A. Carr arrived and assumed command of the regiment.
Though aging Mexican War veteran Colonel William H. Emory was colonel of the
5th Cavalry, Carr exercised field command of the regiment for the next eight
years. For eight months the 5th Cavalry would campaign from Fort Lyons,
Colorado. The regiment was in the field during the Winter Campaign of 1869.

In June of that year the regiment was ordered north to Fort McPherson, Nebraska,
to participate in the Republican River Campaign. The regiment was aided in

the campaign by famed scout William F. "Bufflo Bill™ Cody who would have a

long relationship with the 5th Cavalry. During this campaign the regiment had
a major fight with Cheyenne and some Sioux and Araphoe Indians at Tall Bulls
village at Summit Springs, Colorado, on 11 July 1869.

The 5th Cavalry remained at Fort McPherson until November 1871 when the
regiment was transferred to Arizona where it was actively engaged in fighting
with Apache Indians for the next four years. In May 1875 the regiment transferred
back to Kansas. And following its return to the plains it was engaged in
fighting in both Kansas and Oklahoma [Indian Territory]. In June 1876 the
regiment was again moved north for duty in Wyoming and Nebraska. During the
next six months the 5th Cavalry took part in the Big Horn and Yellowstone Exped-
itions, and was engaged in fighting at War Bonnet Creek, Nebraska on 17 July
1876; Slim Buttes, South Dakota on 9 September 1876; and Dull Knife's village,
Big Horn Mountains, Wyoming on 25 November 1876, During this period newly
promoted Colonel Wesley Merritt joined the 5th Cavalry in the field on 1 July
1876 and assumed command of the regiment.

While stationed in Wyoming and Nebraska in 1877 the 5th Cavalry attempted
to seal off the outlet of the Stinking Water River [Shoeshone] during the Nez
Perce War. But the Nez Perce Indians had passed through the area before the 5th
arrived. In January 1878 the regiment had three companies deployed at the Ross
Fort Agency on the Upper Snake River during trouble there with Bannock Indians.
Next in 1879 elements of the regiment became engaged with Ute Indians in
fighting on the White River Agency in northwestern Colorado. And part of the

relief force sent to their relief was also from the 5th Cavalry as was its
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leader Colonel Merritt. '

In 1885 the 5th Cavalry was again moved southward where it was stationed in
both Kansas and Oklahoma. Five years later the 5th Cavalry was deployed north-
ward when trouble occurred on the Pine Ridge and Rosebud Indian Reservations
in South Dakota in December 1890. When the troopers finally returned to their
home stations it was to a different era in American history that they returned
to., Because Pine Ridge and the fighting at Wounded Knee and White Clay Creek
in which the 5th Cavalry did not participate marked the end of the Indian Wars.
And the year 1890 also marked the end of the American frontier as well. During
its twenty-two years of frontier service thirty members of the 5th Cavalry were
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. And for its part on the frontier
the 5th Cavalry gained the following campaign credits: Commances, Apaches, Little
Big Horn, Nez Perces, Bannocks, Cheyennes, Utes, Arizona 1872 and Arizona 1874.

The 5th Cavalry was transferred to Texas in 1893 and was stationed there
when the Spanish-American War broke out in 1898. The Tegiment moved to Tampa,
Florida, but did not g0 overseas. Instead A Troop was sent to Puerto Rico and
participated in skirmishes at Hermiguaras and Las Marias in August 1898. Follow-
ing the war the 5th Cavalry went to Puerto Rico in 1898 and remained there until
1900. After a brief stop in the United States the regiment was sent to the
Philippines Where an insurrection against United States rule was underway. In
1903 after its return to the United States the regiment was stationed in the
southwest for six years. Next the 5th Cavalry was sent to Schofield Barracks,
Hawaii for duty. After its return to the United States in 1913 the regiment
was briefly stationed at Fort Huachuca, Arizona. And in 1914 and 1915 the
regiment sent troops to the scene of coal strikes in Coloradd and Arkansas.

Following Pancho Villas' bloody attack on Columbus, New Mexico, on 1
March 1916 the S5th Cavalry arriving at Columbus on 25 March and joined the
Punitive Expedition on 30 March 1916. The 5th Cavalry remained in Mexico until
> February 1917 when it crossed back into the United States. Upon its return
the regiment marched to Fort Bliss, Texas. On 20 March 1917 an effort was made
by the Army to organize its regular infantry and cavalry regiments along the
Mexican border into the lst, 2d and 3d Provisional Infantry Divisions and the
1st Prvosional Cavalry Division. The division's were assigned to the lst
Provisional Corps. The 5th Cavalry was assigned to the lst Provisional Cavalry
Division. On 6 april 1917 the United States entered World War 1 and when the
majority of the divison's elements were ordered out of the Southern Department

the divisions were discontinued and the 5th Cavalry was then assigned to a




Provisional Cavalry Brigade. )

In an effort to provide the AmericanExpeditionary Force in France with
cavalry the Army next organized the 15th Cavalry Division with headquarters at
Fort Bliss, Texas, in December 1917. The cavalry for the divisioin were the
regular regiments patrolling the Mexican border. So the 5th Cavalry at Fort
Bliss was assigned to the division's 2d Cavalry Brigade also headquartered at
Bliss. In March 1918 the division's 6th and 15th Cavalry Regiments were
shipped overseas but the division itself was short lived and on 12 May 1918 it
was discontinued.

Following World War 1 the 5th Cavalry left Fort Bliss in 1919 and moved
to the Big Bend district of Texas and patrolled the Mexican border. District
headquarters was at Marfa, Texas. Then in 1921 the regiment moved farther
south to Fort Clark, Texas. The next year the regiment was assigned to the
newly established 1lst Cavalry Division. And in 1923 it became part of the
division's lst Cavalry Brigade. Finally in February 1941 the 1st Cavalry
Brigade and 5th Cavalry transferred to Fort Bliss where they joined the remainder
of the lst Cavalry Division who were station there.

The 5th Cavalry was dismounted at Fort Bliss on 28 February 1943 and
organized as infantry. Leaving Bliss the regiment preceeded to Camp Stoneman,
California on 20 June, where it remained until it departed the San Francisco
Port of Embarkation on 2 July for the Southwest Pacific. The regiment
arrived in Austtralia on 24 July 1943, While in Australia the 1lst Cavalry
Division underwent jungle and amphibious training. On 4 December 1943 the 5th
Cavalry was reorganized partly under cavalry and partly under infantry tables
of organization and equipment. The division next landed at Oro Bay New Guinea
where it trained for operations in the Admiralty Islands.

On 29 February 1944 a Sth Cavalry squadron landed on Los Negros Island and
after heavy fighting captured the Monote Airfield. The regiment was then
reinforced by division. Other divisional forces assaulted Manus Island. By
18 March the division was mopping up both Los Negros and Manus and had seized
other nearby island. The Admiralties were secured by 18 May 1944. The entire
1st Cavalry Division then trained until it's departure for the Philippines on
12 October 1944, |

In the Philippines the 5th Cavalry and the 7th and 12th Cavalry Regiments
assaulted Leyte Island on 20 October capturing San Jose, Tacloban Airfield, and
Cataisan Peninsula. Regrouping the division converged on Carigara. The 1st

Cavalry Division then cleared the Mt Badian-Hill 2348 region. On 23 December
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the division attacked west toward the coast over swamps and scattered resistance,
and the 5th and the 12th Cavalry Regiment reached tﬁe coast at Tibur on 28 Dec-
ember. The division fought past Villaba to contact the 32nd Infantry Division.
Following 8 January 1945 the divsion prepared for movement to Luzon.

The 1lst Cavalry Divison landed in the Mabilao area of the Lingayen Gulf on
27 January 1945 and attacked with the 5th and 8th Cavalry toward Manila which
the division entered on 3 February. The division faced fierce opposition in
the northern and eastern suberbs. In Manila the 5th Cavalry captured the
Agriculture Building on 1 March. The division then began its drive against the
Shimbu Line with its four regiments abreast on 8 March and stormed Bench Mark
Hill 11, and seized the crest of Bench Mark Hill 9 on 10 March. The division
was relieved in the Antipolo area on 12 March and withdrew for rehabilitation.

The division then began its drive on Lipa by taking Santo Tomas on 24
March and Los Banos the following day. The division then turned eaét and the
5th Cavalry reached San Pablo on 2 April. After heavy fighting the lst
Cavalry Division took Mauban on the east coast 10 April and established contact
with the 11th Airborne Division at Lamon Bay the next day. The lst Cavairy
Brigade [5th and 12th Cavalry] pushed into Bicol Peninsula by 12 April 1945
and the Japanese defenders were pocketed north of Mt Matassana Bundoc by 16
April. This area was reduced by the division's 2nd Cavalry Brigade [7th
and 8th Cavalry] commencing 17 April. Beginning on 2 May the 5th Cavalry probed
Mt Isarong for the next two weeks. The 1lst Cavalry Division was relieved of
its combat mission on 26 June 1945 and engaged excluisvely in training at Lucena,
where it had been since 6 May. The division was in this posture when hostilit-
ies ended. .

On 2 September 1945 the 1lst Cavalry Division landed at Tokyo Bay and had
the honor of being the first into Tokyo as it had been the first into Manila.
For the regiment it was the start of five years of soft-easy occupation duty
in Japan. During World War 2 two additional members of the 5th Cavalry were
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. Its campaign credits were: New
Guinea, Bismark Archipelago [with arrowhead], Leyte [with arrowhead], Luzon.

On 29 March 1949 the 5th Cavalry was reorganized with the troops redesignated
as companies. Then in June 1950 as the regiment was preparing to embark on an
amphibious training exercise war broke out in Korea.

Pulled out of Japan the 1lst Cavalry Division was the third United States
Army division stationed in Japan to be hastily sent to Korea. The division

made an unopposed amphibious landing at Pohang on Korea's eastern coast on



18 July 1950. The 5th Cavalry which had been reduced to only two battalions in
the post war era was the second regiment to come ashore. The 1lst Cavalry Division
which had been reduced to only three regiments was given the mission of relieving
the shattered 24th Infantry Division at Yongdong and to block the North

Korean's advance toward Taegu astride the Taegu-Taejon road. The -5th Cavalry

was pushed forward to act as the division reserve. On 28-29 July 1950 during
rescue and blocking operations the regiment sustained 275 casualities. Then

as the 1lst Cavalry Division withdrew to the Naktong River and onto the northwest
sector of the Pusan Perimeter the 5th Cavalry acted as the division's rear

guard. The 5th Cavalry was given the Waegwan sector on the main Taejon-

Taegu highway, where a secondary road from the southwest intersected. The
Waegwan sector would be a source of heavy fighting for the 5th Cavalry. In
September the regiment received its third battalion which had been hurriedly
slapped together in the states and shipped to Korea. This new battalion had

been the 3d Battalion, l4th Infantry Regiment, from Camp Carson, Colorado. On

5 September the 1st Cavalry Division ordered a general withdrawal to an area 8
miles above Taegu. And when the battle of Taegu was over the three battalions

in the 5th Cavalry were so low in strength as to be scarely combat effective,

Then on 22 September the lst Cavalry Division started its famous dash
up the Korean Peninsula to 1ink up with X Corps that had landed
at Inchon on 16 September. The offical 1ink up was made on 27 September. With
the lst Cavalry Division chosen to lead I Corps' attack into North Korea the
'Sth Cavalr = was given the mission of spearheading the motor march to Kaesong where
I Corps was assembling for its invasion across the 38th parallel into North .
Korea. The attack started on 9 October 1950 with the division attacking up
the Seoul-Pyongang highway. On 20 October with the 5th Cavalry leading the way
the 1lst Cavalry Division entered the North Korean capital of Pyongang and thus
was the first United States division to do so. Reaching its fartherest
northern point of advance into North Korea the 5th Cavalry was behind the 8th
Cavalry north of Unsan when two Chinese divisions attacked Unsan at dusk on
1 November 1950.

During late November and early December 1950 Eighth Army started a southward
withdrawal and during the week of 6-13 December it withdrew below the 38th
Parallel and back into South Korea to a 1ine at the Imjin River. The lst
Cavalry Division subsequently moved north and northeast of Seoul the South
Korean capital to backstop a South Korean Army division. Under communist

attack Eighth Army fell back again this time to the Han River. Then it fell



back even farther southward. Finally on 25 January 1951 with the 5th Cavalry
in reserve the 1st Cavalry Division attacked 'as part of an Eighth Army gen-
eral offensive. On 29 January the 5th Cavalry was meeting strong Chinese
resistance north of Surwon-Wonju highway having come out of division reserve
on the 26th. On 15 February the 5th Cavalry was sent across the Han River
to relieve the besieged 23d Infantry at Chipyong. With infantry riding atop
tanks and running a deadly communist gauntlet of fire the 5th Cavalry broke
through and relieved the besieged infantrymen at Chipyong.

On 3 June 1951 the lst Cavalry Division and 3d Infantry Division as part of
Operation Piledriver attacked northward and reached the outskirts of Chorwon
on the 9th. Subsequently the 1lst Cavalry Division relieved the South Korean
4th Division on Line Wyoming. Later on 3 October the 1st Cavalry Division took
about sixteen days of hard bloody fighting to advance 6 miles to Line James-
town. During this time with almost the entire division engaged the 1st Cavalry
Division took 2,000 casualities. At that time the corps commander ordered his
corps to hold on that line and dig-in. One month later the battered lst
Cavalry Division was withdrawn from Korea and returned to Japan. Then on 10
February 1953 the 5th Cavalry along with the 61st Field Artillery Battalion,
and A Battery, 29th AAA AW Battalion, were sent back into Korea where they
went to Pusan and Koji-do to relieve the 7th Cavalry. On 27 April the 5th
Cavalry, less 3d Battalion, and Heavy Mortar Company, returned to Japan.
The units remaining in Korea continued security missions until summer. During
the fighfing in Korea three more members of the 5th Cavalry were awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor. And for its actions in Korea the regiment
received the following campaign credit: UN Defensive, UN Offertsive, CCF Inter-
vention, First UN Counteroffensive, CCF Spring Offensive, UN Summer-Fall
Offensive, Second Korean Winter, Third Korean Winter.

Following its return to Japan the 5th Cavalry remained assigned to the
1st Cavalry Division until 15 October 1957 when it was relieved from the
division. One month later the regiment was organized as a parent regiment under
the Army's Combat Arms Regimental System [CARS]. Company C the 3d Squadron,
5th Cavalry's lineage decendent was inactivated in Japan and relieved from
assignment to the lst Cavalry Division on 15 November 1957. On 15 April 1958
Company C was redesignated as Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 3d
Reconnaissance Squadron, 5th Cavalry. At the same time its organic units were
constituted. The 3d Reconnaissance Squadron, 5th Cvalry was activated on

1 July 1958 and assigned to the 9th Infantry Division at Fort Carson, Colorado,




where it served until the division's inactivation there on 31 January 1962.
In the summer of 1965 it was announced By then Secretary of the Army,
Stanly R. Resor, at the annual meeting of the Association of the U.S. Army
in Washington, D.C., that the 9th Infantry Division was going to be react-
ivated in early 1966. The 9th Infantry Division was to be organized under
the Army's ROAD concept and would not be area oriented to any specific
geographic location such as South Vietnam. Instead the 9th Infantry Division
would be trained to meet contingencies worldwide.

For the squadron its reactivation would bring it a redesignation from
Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 3d Reconnaissance Squadron, 5th Cavalry,
to, Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry. Its
lettered troops were also redesignated. And D Troop the squadron's air
cavalry troop was constituted and alloted to the Regular Army as an organic
element of the 9th Infantry Division. Activation day was set for 1 February

1966 at Fort Riley, Kansas.
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ACTIVATION AND DEPLOYMENT OF THE 9TH INFANTRY Division

On 1 February 1966 in ceremonies at Fort Riley's King Field House the 9th
Infantry Division was activated by Major General George S. Eckhardts. General
Eckhardt had been serving as Commanding General of Fort Riley since August
1965 when he was diverted to Riley after his return from Iran to await command
of the 9th Infantry Division upon its activation. At activation the 9th Infantry
Division would become the Army's seventeenth combat division and would be a
nondeploying division trained to meet contingencies worldwide.

The 9th Infantry Division was to be filled with men sent directly to Fort
Riley after their induction into the Army where they would be trained by
division cadre and would receive basic combat training [BCT] and advanced
individual training [AIT] in their units. Recently expanded to over one-hundred
thousand acres Fort Riley had recently deployed its lst Infantry Division to
Vietnam so there was adequate facilities available to house the 9th Infantry
Division once its personnel started arriving.

Plans drawn-up in December 1965 by Headquarters, Fort Riley, called for
the division to organize and train in three increments. Fach increment was
to consist of a brigade headquarters with three maneuver battalions, a 105mm
artillery battalion, and a proportionate share of combat support and combat
service support elements of the division. The first increment with the lst
Brigade was to be the largest and would contain the essential division base
elements. The second increment would be the 2d Brigade and the third increment
would be the 3d Brigade. The plans called for units to conduct basic combat
training, advanced individual training, and advanced unit tra}ning.

But as the time neargd for the start of basic training problems developed
in the receipt of cadre personnel. It was planned that not all of the cadre
would arrive at Fort Riley at one time. But, instead the cadre, fillers,
and equipment, would be made available by the date desired. The first increment
was to arrive prior to 1 February. The second increment during the period 1-25
March. And the third increment during the period 1-22 April. Upon activation
the authorized cadre strength for enlisted men and manning level for officers
was: 485 officers, 31 warrant officers, and 2,785 enlisted men for a total.
strength of 3,301 personnel. But, by late March approximately only 200 officers
and 700 cadre had shown up. Serious training problems developed when many
arrived later than planned. In addition to the cadre understregth a grade
imbalance in the cadre also presented serious problems.

Fort Riley units themselves were called upon to provide cadre personnel
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for the 9th Infantry Division. And the two 1st "Infantry Division units left
behind when the division went overseas,lthe 1st Battalion, 63d Armor and 5th
Battalion, 32d Artillery [Honest John], both provided the division with

wheel mechanic cadre. The 207th Military Police Company provided key personnel
to the division. And Headquarters and Headquarters Company, United States Army
Garrison also provided 180 personnel. But the original plan had called for
cadre training of from one to three weeks duration. But the delayed arrival

of cadre personel precluded much of this training.

Shortly before the first increment started its basic training General
Eckhardt decided to modify the original training program by having the division
artillery commander organize a division basic training committee. The mod-
ification was made because of the inexperience of the cadre, large number of
physical profiles, low rank, few majors and captains, the delay in cadre
arrival and the corresponding lack of time available for cadre training.

The committe was composed primarily from cadre personnel for the 15th Engineer
Battalion and the 5th Cavalry, which were both to organize in August and

train with the third increment. Plus a few carefully selected and trained
experts in the subject they taught.

Basic training for the first increment started on 11 April. Prior to
basic training each increment were issued M1l4 rifles, bayonets, scaboards,
and protective masks. Fifty percent of a units TOE equipment was to be issued
during basic and the remainder during advanced individual training. One-half
of the scheduled instruction the new recruits would receive would be from
the basic training committee. That included all rifle qualification firing,
bayonet, hand-to-hand combat, and hand grenade traininé.

During February the 9th Infantry Division had 2,200 personnel who had
taken basic training at Fort Riley for assignment to the 5th Infantry Division
[M] at Fort Carson, Colorado, assigned to the division. Most of these men
were placed in schools that produced soldiers with hard [ten or more weeks of
training] and soft skills required to fill vacancies which were not provided
in the cadre authorization. Remaining soldiers from this group were placed in
non-divisional units to receive advanced’ individual training with the ultimate
goal of providing the division with as many trained soldiers as possible. Also
used was the Fort Riley Post Education Center where training was conducted in
both hard and soft skills.

In the 5th Cavalry each troop in the squadron had the need for soldiers

wWwith hard skills that required more than ten weeks of schooling. Headquarters
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and Headquarters Troop: three armor communications gpecialists, one welder,
and two medical specialists. A, B, and C Troops: two armor communications
specialists. D Troop: nine helicopter mechanics, two aviation electronics
equipment repairmen, and one armor communication specialist.

Then during March and April an unexpected development occurred when the
division received 2,000 AIT trained soldiers who were not programed. Many of
these men were assigned to division base units while others were sent to develop
hard skills. Approximately 200 of these men were trained engineers and they
became the nucleus of the division's 15th Engineer Battalion. 1In March the
division was informed by CONARC that 2,930 AIT trained fillers would be provided
for the units in the third increment, thereby enabling these elements to
organize and go directly into basic unit training instead of basic training
in July instead of August. It also meant that one hundred percent of the TOE
equipment for this increment would have to be on hand at that time. It also
placed a burden on the support command as it meant that the 3d Brigade support
slice‘would have to be trained and ready.

On 4 May 1966 the 9th infantry Division received a warning order for its
deployment to Vietnam. The effect was felt almost immediately. Because the
9th Infantry Division had not been a deployable unit when activated and
there had been no requirement that personnel assigned to the division had to
be deployable to Vietnam. Consequently, many Vietnam returnees, and personnel
returning from Korea or other unaccompanied areas were assigned to the division.
When the issue was resolved the division lost 2,284 non-deployable personnel
including almost half of the division's cadre. An additional 400 of its best
soldiers were lost to Officers Candiate School, thus removing the top layer of
potential leaders.

Subsequently following the decision to send the division to Vietnam the
9th Infantry Division received a Tequest from Military Assistance Command,
Vietnam [MACV] for the division to have its 15th Engineer Battalion incountry
by September to assist in preparing the base camp for the arrival of the
division6. Fortunately, 400 fillers had already been assigned to the engineers.
These men and cadre left the battalion 600 men below authorized strength.
Although they had originally been scheduled to start AIT by 4 August, two
companies began basic unit training in June. The 15th Engineer Battalion was
able to complete basic unit training, command maintenance management inspections

[cMMI], and its operational readiness test in August and deploy by the end of .

September.
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A plan from MACV also indicated that the division would be activley
engaged in riverine warfare. With the decision to deploy it to Vietnam the
9th Infantry Division became MACV's "Z" Division. The designation "Z"
Division was given to the planning designation of a division to be deployed
to South Vietnam and employed in the IV Corps area-Mekong Delta. Although it
was not generally known in the division, the division's training period as
established in Army training programs had been reduced in order to conclude at
the time of the beginning of the Vietnam dry season in December 1966 when the
MACV plan called for the introduction of United States ground forces into the
Mekong Delta.

The division training program was limited to eight weeks for basic combat
training, eight weeks for advanced individual training and eight weeks for
both basic and advanced unit training-a total of twenty-four weeks. This
compression of training time eliminated four weeks from each of the unit's
training periods and the four weeks usually allowed for field training
exercises and division maneuvers-a total of twelve weeks from the normal Army
training time for a division.

And when the third increment entered it's unit training cycle the ranges
and training areas at Fort Riley became overcrowded. The post responded to the
training requirements of the division by constructing seven platoon live fire
tactical ranges, one 90mm tank gunnery range, One company 1live fire tactical
range, five rotary wing aircraft mockups, and one replica of a Vietnamese
village with boat dock and tunnel complex.

Other training restrictions imposed centered around the lack of mission
essential equipment and the short supply of certain types of ammunition. The
lack of blank ammunition for the ML6El precluded the issue of these weapons for
individual and unit training. The M14 instead was used through all phases of
training. Then just prior to deployment the M16El was issued to everyone and
each man was allotted 52 rounds of ammunition for qualification firing.

On 15 July Department of the Army provided a modified table of organiz-
ation for the division to review. It provided for five rifle companies, a
headquarters company, and a combat support company in each of the division's
infantry battalions. The MTOE created approximately 1,200 additional spaces
in the division. But higher headquarters indicated they could not provide
personnel to fill those spaces. But because of divsion personnel management
planning and the receipt of those unprogrammed March and April fillers there

were sufficent personnel at Fort Riley to form those companies. At this time




the division's training program was decentralized because the 3d Brigade

would not be conducting AIT and the lst Brigade was just completing AIT.

Since many men assigned to the 1st and 3d Brigades had only completed basic
training it was necessary for them to complete AIT concurent with basic

unit training. The brigade commanders were to determine their own requirements
and keep the division informed.

In July the 9th Infantry Division and the lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne
Division, started project "Helping Hand". The project was designed to facilitate
the exchange of information between command and staff organizations of the
two units. The 1lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division [Seperate] had been
deployed to South Vietnam in July 1965 and was in the II Corps Tactical
Zone with its base at Phan Rang when "Helping Hand" was initiated. From the
1st Brigade the 9th Infantry Division received much helpful information
concerning tactical operations, civil affairs, and psychological activit-
jes during the project. At the same time General Eckhardt directed that the
division and post staffs be seperated on 1 July 1966. Initially the deferred
arrival of officers had presented a problem. Organization of the division
staff was necessarily delayed in order to assign officers to the brigades as
early as possible. So to facilitate operation of the division staff, it was
satellited on the post staff. The significant impact was the requirement to
train the division staff to become self sufficient and retention of the post
staff to administer the deployment of thirty-three units during the following
year. And on 16 July an advance movement directive was published by division
establishing equipment and personnel readiness dates.

On 1 August 5th Army Command Maintenance Management Inspections were started.
These inspections of the divison units would continued until 21 October.

In late August a provisional advance planning group under Assistant Division
Commander, Brigadier General Morgan G. Roseborough, and consisting of officer
represenatives from operations, logistics, signal, civil affairs, and engineer
elements were sent to Vietnam. The advance planning group went to Headquarters,
United States Army, Vietnam [USARV]. From this group information on which to
guide training and preparation of the division for overseas was received.

As the 5th Cavalry organized and trained it was stationed on the eastern
edge of the Fort Riley Military Reservation at Camp Funston a World War 2 can-
tonment area built to house the 2d Cavalry Division which was activated at
Foft Riley in early 1941. The 857 man 5th Cavalry was under the command of

Lieutenant Colonel Sidney S. Haszard. And the squadron's armored punch was
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was its M48A3 Patton tanks which each of the squadron's three line troops
possessed. The Patton tank was first introduced in 1952 and the A3 diesel
powered variant was armed with a 90mm main gun, a .50-caliber machine gun, and
a 7.62mm coaxial machine gun. Each troop possessed M113 Armored Personnel
Carriers and M106 107mm Mortar Carriers. Both vehicles were gasoline
powered. And each also possessed the massive M88 gasoline powered tank
retriever. While Headquarters and headquarters Troop possessed M577 Command
Post Carriers, M113 Armored Personnel Carriers, and M88 tank retrievers.
While D Troop the squadron's air cavalry troop possessed 0E-23 "Raven" light
observation helicopters, UH-1D 'Huey" transport helicopters, and UH-1B "Huey"
gunships.

Organizationally the 5th Cavalry consisted of headquarters staff sections,
consisting of: S-1 Adjutant, S-2 Intelligence, S-3 Operations and Training,
S-4 Supply, Ground Surveillnace, Commo Section, and Medical Section. Head-
quarters Troop consisted of: Troop Headquarters, Ammo Section, P.0.L. Section,
Headquarters Troop Maintenance, and Squadron Maintenance. Troops A, B, and C
consisted of a Troop Headquarters, Radar and Commo Section, Maintenance
Section plus three line platoons. The line platoons consisted of a
Infantry Section, Tank Section, Scout Section, and Mortar Section. D Troop
consisted of a Troop Headquarters, Flight Operations, Aero Rifle Platoon,

Aero Scout Platoon, Aero Weapons Platoon, and Service Platoon7.

On 16 September Department of the Army directed the division to convert
one of it's eight infantry battalions to a mechanized infantry battalion. This
conversion gave the division seven infantry battalions and two mechanized
infantry battalions. Then in late September Department of the Army announced
that certain personnel and mission essential equipment could not be provided
for the rifle companies added by MTOE on 16 July even though these companies
had been trained and passed ATT's. So the excess personnel were reassigned
to Riiey units. Administratively the 9th Infantry Division had already lost
one artillery battalion when its 3d Battalion, 28th Artillery [Honest John] had
been reduced to zero strength and it's personnel transferred to other division
units.

Then on 19 September the‘Zd Brigade's commanding officers acting as the

division representative and a staff officer, plus the division support command

commanding officer, and a representative of the division signal officer

proceeded to Coronado, California, to attend a conference at the Navy's

Amphibioius Base, on the Mobile Afloat Force [Mobile Riverine Force]. At




the conference the Navy agreeded to conduct a riverine course for the 24
Brigade staff, the battalion commanders and their staffs, and the brigade
supporting unit commanders. Also it was agreeded that the Amphibious

Training School would provide a team at Fort Riley during December for the

water-proofing, smalil boat loading and handling, and combat offloading from

transports.

Division Strength as of 30 September was [authorized/assignedj: officers
987/867; warrant officers 175/91; enlisted men 14,721/15,610, for an
aggregate strength of 15,883/16, 586, At the same time the division was short
1,097 reportable items of equipment. As of 1 November both manpower and
equipment had shown some improvement.

Movement of the 9th Infantry Division to Vietnam would be both by air
and surface movement. Advance parties would move by air while the main body
would move by surface. CATZ or Military Airlift Command charter flights were
from either the Manhattan airport adjacent to Fort Riley or Forbes Air Forces
Base at preka, Kansas, 64 miles east of Fort Riley. Embarkation for surface
movement would be at the Military Ocean Terminal, Bay Area [(MOTBA] at the Oakland

Army Base, Oakland, California. Movement to Oakland would be by train.

deployment to South Vietnam incrementally with the 34d Brigade moving first, then
followed by the 1st Brigade, and finally the 24 Brigade. on 8 December 1966
the advance parties of the Division Headquarters ang the 3d Brigade arrived

in Vietnam. o0n 19 December the 9th Infantry Division marked its offical

departed Fort Riley by train for Oakland, California, which they reached on
the 12th. 1 officers and 171 enlisted men were then embarked on the USNS Rose
With 1st Brigade elements. 18 officers and 345 enlisted men were embarked on

the USNS Upshur Wwith combat Support elements, Twenty-two days later the .Rose
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arrived at Vung Tau on 2 January 1967.. The next day the Upshur arrived. Once
the troops had disembarked they were transported to the division base camp 7
truck. The two hour and forty-five minute journey went north along National
Route 15 [QL-15] to Bearcat [Camp Martin Cox] 36 miles north of Vung Tau.
Bearcat was located 20 miles west of Saigon and 10 miles south of Long Binh

in Bien Hoa Province's Long Thanh District.

Development of Bear Cat started with the arrival of the 15th Engineer
Battalion on 20 October 1966. At that time Camp Martin Cox consisted of a
cleared area of approximately 441 acres. The engineer's mission was to
expand the existing camp to support the division main, two infantry brigades,
and necessary support units. By 15 January 1967 the 15th Engineer Battalion
working 24 hours a day had constructed approximately 8 miles of road, complets
assorted drainage, prefabricated 97 latrines, 89 showers, 67 mess hall frames
and poured concrete pads for each of the prefabricated buildings. In
addition the engineer's cleared approximately 1,470 acres of unsecured
jungle. By 30 April 1967 Bearcat would cover 1,070 acres of land. Bearcat
was to initially accommodate the entire division until the completion of Dong
Tam near My Tho, 59 miles southwest of Bearcat, in Dinh Tuong Province, IY\

Corps 8.
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INITIAL COMBAT OPERATIONS IN III CORPS

With just two weeks in Vietnam the lét Brigade prepared to launch operat-
ion Colby in the Phuo Chi Secret Zone, an area covered mostly by jungle and
dense vegitation. The targeted area reportedly contained the base camps of
the Viet Cong 265th and D-800 Battalions, both were reported to be elements
of the 274th Viet Cong Main Force Regiment, a S5th Viet Cong Division unit.
For its first operation the 1st Brigade would have one cavalry squadron and
five infantry battalions under it's operational control. The units committed
to the operation were the 5th Cavalry; 2d, 3d, and 4th Battalions, 39th Inf-
antry; 2d Battalion, 60th Infantry and the 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry [Mech-
anized].

For Operation Colby the 5th Cavalry had been designated Task Force
Saberleg and had one company from the 3d Battalion, 39th Infantry, plus one
platoon from A Company, 15th Engineer Battalion in direct support. The squadron
also had one armored vehicle launched bridge [AVLB] and one tank dozer under
its operational control. Both the AVLB and tank dozer were from the 15th
Engineer Battalion. The engineer's had been issued M48A3 Tank Dozers instead
of Combat Engineer Vehicles [CEV]. So the engineers and the 5th Cavalry
were the only units in the 9th Infantry Division with tanks.

On D-day the 1lst Brigade planned to use both a communications and
movement deception. But due to the operational committment of the 3d Brigade
on who's frequency and call signs the deception was to be undertaken the
deception was unworkable. But the movement deception would place both the
5th Cavalry and 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry [M] on Highway 15 as routein
security in an effort to deceive the Viet Cong into thinkiﬁg it was in
preparation for another troop movement from Vung Tau.

D-day, 20 January 1967, the 5th Cavalry had a multiple mission to
accomplish. Moving southward the squadron initiated road security from Thae
Thien to Phu My. At the same time the squadron established the 1lst Brigade's
combat base north of Thae Thien, 13 miles south of Bearcat. In addition
the squadron secured brigade objective 1 at Binh Son and established a fire
support base there. The division's 1lst Battalion, 11th Artillery [105T]
placed a 105mm battery there and a platoon of 8~inch and a platoon of 175mm
self-propelled guns at the brigade's combat base.

Previously the 3d Brigade had conducted Operation Silver Lake it's
first Vietnam operation in the Binh Son Plantation area. And the 3d Squadron,

11th Cavalry had conducted Operation Hasting39 in the area in October 1966.
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On the 19th of February the 3d Battalion, 39th Infantry had relieved the
24 Battalion, 60th Infantry and the 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry [M] of
their Binh Son security mission. For Operation Colby the 39th Infantry had
one 5th Cavalry platoon operating with it. On D-day plus 3 the 2d and 4th
Battalions, 39th Infantry would be air assaulted into the operational area.

The following day the 5th Cavalry and the 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry
[M] launced their respective search and destroy operations with the cavalry
on the south and the infantry on the north. At mid-day squadron forces
apprehended one detainee. At the same time an additional 105mm battery
was established at a fire support base at brigade objective 2. The next
day 22 February the 5th Cavalry pushed its reconnaissance 4% miles eastward
from Highway 15 and secured brigade objective 6 without opposition. At
mid-afternoon the following day C Troop was hit by Viet Cong small arms fire.
But when the troop returned fire the Viet Cong broke contact. During the day
nineteen pounds of enemy documents were captured. The squadron also
relieved the 3d Battalion, 39th Infantry securing the brigade combat base.

At 5:30 a.m. the next morning C Troop engaged five Viet Cong with 90mm
cannister fire. An hour later another Viet Cong force believed to be
recovering the bodies of the first group were also engaged with cannister
fire. A search at daylight revealed no bodies but much blood and drag marks.
During the day as the search and destroy operations were continued an Armored
Cavalry Assault Vehicle [ACAV] hit an anti-tank mine resulting in light
casualities amongst the crew. Mines continued to plague the 5th Cavalry the
next day. An Armored Persoonel Carrier [APC] was hit by a Viet Cong claymore
mine which resulted in one casuality. And an ACAV was hit by a Chinese Communist
anti-tank grenade which resulted in light casualities amongst the CITeW. And
one platoon was attacked by approximately 10 Viet Cong who opened fire on the
platoon with small arms and automatic weapons. Dense jugle prohibited pursuit
as the viet Cong broke contact. Also, during the day an element broke 3/4 of
a mile of trail through the jungle.

The following day 26 January the 5th Cavalry pressed forward with it's
search and destroy operation and prepared for the extraction of brigade
elements. During the day squadron forces captured an additional six pounds
of documents. The next day the 1st Brigade began repositioning its
forces in preparation for the start of Operation Tola the next day. For
Operation Iola the 1st Brigade would be securing Highway 15 from Long Thanh to

Barra for the movement of 2d Brigade forces from Vung Tau and their escort to
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Bearcat. In addition to the continuation of search and destroy operations in
the area of operation assigned for Operation Colby. The 2d Brigade was the
final increment of the division to deploy to Vietnam and there were 2 officers
and 157 enlisted members of the squadron inbound with this incement. During
the day both the 3d and 4th Battalions, 39th Infantry were airlifted out of
the jugle to positions along Highway 15 in preparation for security of the

2d Brigade elements. The 5th Cavalry secured the landing zones for the
extraction of the infantry and effected cross attachment with other partic-
ipating units. In addition to the 5th Cavalry the 2d, 3d and 4th Battalions,
39th Infantry, and the 3d Squadron, 1lth Cavalry would be participating in
the operation.

Operation Iola began the next day with the 3d and 4th Battalions. 39th
Infantry occupying strong points and defending bases along Highway 15 as the
5th Cavalry, 2d Battalion, 39th Infantry and the 3d Squadron, 11lth Cavalry
continued search and destroy opergtions. For Tola the 5th Cavalry had been
formed into a task force consisting of one troop from the 3d Squadron, 1lth
Cavalry, and a platoon from both the 3d and 4th Battalions, 39th Infantry.

At the same time the squadron occupied strong points on Highway 15 and recovered
down vehicles from the jungle. The following day the squadron continued it's
operational missions. Then at 7:45 p.m. A Troop was attacked by an estimated
Viet Cong platoon along the Bien Hoa-Phuoc Tuy Province border, 2 miles east

of Highway 15. Supported by mortars the Viet Cong had a 57mm recoiless rifle,
small arms and automatic weapons. In response the troop called in support-

ing artillery fire and helicopter gunships. In this attack A Troop had 3 men
killed and 13 wounded. Viet Cong loses were estimated at 3'ki11edhand 12
wounded.

The next day the 5th Cavalry continued its search and destroy operations
and occupying strong points along Highway 15. During the day the USNS Pope
with the main body of the 2d Brigade onboard arrived at Vung Tau and disembarked
on 31 January and February. The Sth Cavalry was responsible for escorting
the convoys from Vung Tau to Bearcat. While division personnel landed at Vung
Tau its vehicles and equipment were landed at the pert of Saigon. On 31 January
the USNS Geiger arrived at Vung Tau with combat support elements including
members of the 5th Cavalry onboard.

At the same time the 1st Brigade stood down from Operation Iola and Task
Force Truscott assumed control of the operation. Task Force Truscott was

formed on 28 January by the 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry [M] with the 2d
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Battalion, 60th Infantry, and had initially conducted operations in the
vicinity of the Binh Son Rubber Pléntation. During the day both the 2d and
4th Battalions, 39th Infantry returned to Bearcat. The lst Brigade was
scheduled to start Operation Big Spring the next day. And for the next five
days Task Force Truscott continued to secure Highway 15 during the movement
of 2d Brigade cargo from Vung Tau to Bearcat.

On 6 February the 2d Brigade commenced Operation Greenleaf in Long
Thanh and adjacent Nhon Trach Districts of Bien Hoa Province. The 5th
Cavalry was to be one of the participating units along with the 2d Battalion,
39th Infantry and 2d Battalion, 47th Infantry [Mechanized], and the 3d
Battalion, 47th Infantry. The 2d Brigade deployed its forces from Binh
Son in the east, west across Highway 15 along the southern portion of the
Nhon Trach District, to the vicinity of Cau Vung Cam in the west. During
the Tet holiday truce [8-12 February 1967] units remained in static locat-
jons to check Viet Cong repositioning of personnel and supplies. Search and
destroy operations in the Nhon Trach followed the truce period.

But the 5th Cavalry was withdrawn from operation Greenleaf and placed
under the operational control of the 1lst Infantry Division's, 3d Brigade,
for Operation Tucson being conducted by the lst Infantry Division in War
Zone C, approximately 50 miles northeast of Bearcat. Operation Tucson was
one of two operations launched in early February 1967 that would position
forces and material on the western and eastern extremties of the upcoming
Operation Junction City area of operation. The 1st Infantry Division would
be conducting Tucson with its lst and 3d Brigades. Each brigade would have
two infantry battalions and a cavalry squadron uﬁder their operational control.
The operation was to be a seach and destroy in the northern section of the
Long Nguyen Secret Zone and the Michelin Rubber Plantation. The Viet Cong
"Northern Rice Route" which was also a Viet Cong route for troop movement
between War Zones C and D, lies in this area.

The 3d Brigade would be operating in the northern part Binh Duong Province
northeast of Lai Khe and close to the eastern edge of the Michelin Rubber
Plantation. Terrain in the operational area was flat to gently rolling.

The vegitation was mostly dense‘jungle. And there were no civilian villages
in the operational area. On 15 February 3d Brigade forces attacked. The 5th
Cavalry moving north on highway 13 moved west from Ap Bau Long and southeast
from Minh Thanhlo for position Delta approximately 5 miles west of Highway 13,

where the squadron established a blocking position. At the same time the 2d
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Battalion, 28th Infantry and the lst Battalion, 16th Infantry conducted
unopposed air assaults into landing zones 1 and 2 respectively on the
southern edge of the operational area, between the 5th Cavalry's blocking
position and the eastern corner of the Michielin Rubber Plantation. The
2d Battalion, 28th Infantry conducted combat reconnaissance eastward along
the northern boundary of Binh Duong Province while the lst Battalion, 16th
Infantry began moving westward along the same boundary. ‘The 5th Cavalry also
conducted search and destroy operations. Prior intelligence indicated that
the 272d Viet Cong Regiment habitually used the area. And elements of the
Phu Loi Battalion; C 61, the Ben Cat District Company and C45 the Chan
Thanh District Platoon were also reportedly operating in the area and
harrassing traffic along Highway 13.

The period 14-17 February was used for search and destroy and 3d

Brigade forces captured 1,622 tons of rice, 140 tons of which was extracted;

27 tons of salt; 70 pounds of fish; and a small amount of ammunition and

ordnance; miscellaneous other items; and a small amount of clothing and
documents; 7base camps and 37 bunkers. The rice was enough to have fed
thirteen enemy battalions for a year. Almost all uncovered by 3d Brigade
elements in caches 50 to 200 meters from the trail along which their

initial landing zones were located. For the next four days the lst Infantry
Division completed its primary mission of positioning its troops for
Junction City, with Tucson formally ending at mid-night on the 21st of
February.

On 20 February the 5th Cavalry had went under the lst Infantry Division's,
2d Brigade's operational control at 9:30 a.m. and closed at Phu Lol two hours
later. The 2d Brigade was preparing to terminate Operation Suitland which
was part of the division's Operation Lam Son 67 which was continuing. Lam
Son 67 was the 8 February 1967 continuation of Lam Son II, a continuous
revolutionary development support program started in May 1966 and terminated
8 February 1967. The next day the 5th Cavalry stood down for maintenance.

On 27 February as part of Operation Lam Son 67 the 5th Cavalry participated

in a seal and search of Binh My village in War Zone D 11 miles northeast of
Phu Loi. Binh My was sealed at 7:02 p.m. The seal was maintained until 10:15
p.m. the next day when the squadron moved 3 miles northwest to Tan Binh and
sealed that village at 11:00 p.m. The seal was maintained until 12:35 p.m.
the next afternoon. For the next two days the 5th Cavalry maintained its

participation in Operation Lam Son 67 until 6:35 a.m. 4 March when the squadron
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commenced road clearing and road movement from its field position to Lai
Khe on Highway 13.

The 5th Cavalry was joining the 9th Infantry Division's, lst Brigade,
for participation in Operation Junction City, the largest combat operation
to date in the Vietnam War. The 1lst Brigade had just completed Operation
Pittsburg in the southern portion of War Zone D and was going to participate
in Junction City under the operational control of the lst Infantry Division.
The brigade joining the operation already in progress was given the mission
of securing Highway 13 between Lai Khe and Quan Loi; for escorting convoys
along it; and for defending assigned fire bases in its operational area.

The brigade would also conduct search and destroy operations adjacent to
the highway. While escorting as many as 200 vehicles a day through the 35
mile run the brigade kept enemy firing upon convoys to a Very few incidents.

Junction City was a massive IT Field Force, Vietnam, operation launched
on 22 February in War Zone C and would ultimately include elements of the
1st, 4th, 9th, and 25th Infantry Divisions, plus the 196th Lighy Infantry
Brigade, 1lth Armored Cavalry, and the 173d Airborne Brigade. 1In addition
to four battalions of South Vietnamese Army [ARVN] who also participated. On
D-day the 173d Airborne Brigade condﬁcted the first United States parachute
assault since the Korean War when brigade elements jumped north of Katum in
Tay Ninh Province. 1st Brigade forces consisted of the 5th Cavalry; 2d
Battalion, 47th Infantry [M]; and 4th Battalion, 39th Infantry.

For Operation Junction City the 5th Cavalry was assigned three missions:
clear and secure Highway 13 from Lai Khe to Cau Xe Su's Suoi Than; secure
the artillery base near Ap Bau Bang; and prepare fér committment as a reaction
force in the lst Brigade's area of operation. On the night of 19-20 March
1967 with less than two months in Vietnam A Troop defending Fire Support
Base 1411, 1,500 meters north of Ap Bau Bang, in a six hour night battle gave
the 9th Infantry Division its first major victory of the Vietnam War and A
Troop a Presidential Unit Citation.

This battle known as the battle of Ap Bau Bang was chronicled in the 1974
Department of the Army, Vietnam Studies entitled: Cedar Falls-Junction City-A
Turning Point, by Lieutenant General Bernard William Rogers. General Rogers
was the assistant division commander of the lst Infantry Division at the time
of the battle. And its General Rogers' account of the battle that follows.

‘At 1150 on 19 March, A Troop, 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry Regiment, commanded

by Captain Raoul H. Alcala, deployed within the perimeter of Fire Support Base
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20. A unit of the lst Brigade, 9th Infantry, attached to the 1lst Infantry
Division, the 129-man company nad six tanks, twenty M113 armored personnel
carriers, and three 4.2-inch mortar carriers. The unit formed into a
cicular [wagon train] perimeter defense with the mission of securing the
base for B Battery [105mm.] of the 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery, commanded
by Captain Duane W. Marion.

Fire Support Base 20 was located in relatively flat country 1,500 meters north
of Ap Bau Bang jmmediately west of QL 13. To the south of the position was
a rubber plantation, while wooded areas were prominent to the north and
west. An abandoned railroad track ran parallel to and thirty meters east of
the highway.

Intelligence sources had indicated that the Ap Bau Bang area was
infested with local force guerrillas; they had also pointed out a well-
used trail to the north which ran east and west. Captain Alcala sent his
2d Platoon commanded by First Lieutenant Harlan E. Short to establish an ambush
along the trail at a point 1,500 meters north of the fire support base and
approximately 350 meters west of Route 13, The ambush was to be in position
by 1800. The perimeter was manned on the west by the 1st Platoon, commanded
by First Lieutenant Roger A. Festa; occupying the eastern portion was the
3d Platoon under Second Lieutenant Hiram M. Wolfe, IV.

At 2250 that night a Viet Cong probe signaled the start of the second
battle of Ap Bau Bang. The probe was spearheaded by a herd of fifteen belled
cattle being driven across Route 13 at a point 150 meters northeast of the
perimeter. Ten minutes later the Viet Cong started raking the northeast section
of the perimeter with a wheel-mounted .50-caliber machine gun located on the
railroad track embankment. Specialish Four Eugene W. Stevens, commanding
one of the tanks, trained his searchlight on the Viet Cong position and
returned the fire with all his weapons. The fire fight was joined by the
weapons of three of the APC's and continued for about three minutes. The enemy
gun sprayed the perimeter with only five separate bursts of fire before it was
silenced by the response of A Troop.

During the lull that followed, the units, including the 2d Platoon
still manning the ambush site, assumed a state of increased readiness.
Reconaissance by fire was conducted by Lieutenant Wolfe's tank along the wood
1ine to the east beyond the railroad. At 2310 Captain Alcala reported: "Firing
has ceased now, we are using infra-red to scan the area for . movement...."

At 0030, 20 March 1967, the Viet Cong attack resumed as Fire Support Base
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20 was hit with mortar rounds, rifle grenades, rockets, and recoilles rifle
fire. The beginning of the main phase of the batttle had been signaled.
Lieutenant Festa's track was hit, wounding his sergeant. It was apparent that
the Viet Cong were well zeroed in. The fire was now coming from the west.
Captain Alcala requested artillery support from the battalion he was securing
and from Lai Khe.

Brigadier General James F. Hollingsworth, assistant division commander

of the 1st Infantry Division, later described this phase of the battle:

Their mortar positions were located from 1500 to 2000 meters west of Ap
Bau Bang in and around an old village that had been destroyed. The mortar pos-
itions were located by radar from the Lai Khe artillery base....
I understood the counter mortar radar played an important role in picking them
up. However, the most accurate way of picking up the mortars during this
battle was by two airbornq artillery observers who could see the flashes from
the mortars. I think that a combination of both brought about their loc-

ation

As the intensity of the fire increased, another M-113 was hit. Then another
APC received direct hits in the front and left side from recoiless rifle
rounds; three of the crew were wounded and the vehicle was set afire. Two of
the 3d Platoon tanks were hit: however, both remained in the battle.

Throughout the mortar and antitank bombardment, Captain Alcala maintained ‘
radio contact with his squadron commander, Lieutenant Colonel Sidney S. Haszard,
located to the south.

Within twenty minutes of the beginning of the mortar .attack the Viet
Cong ground assault began with the main attack coming from the south and southwest
and with a secondary attack from the north. The massed troops of the 273d Viet
Cong Regiment emerged from the rubber trees and moved steadily forward under
a base of fire. The enemy soldiers were wearing black pajamas or dark
colored fatigues and sandals, and carrying individual weapons. The attack was
co-ordinated with the mortar fire, and not until the enemy came out in the open
was its magnitude apparent.

Captain Alcala advised his headquarters at 0050 that he could handle the
attack, but asked that a ready reaction force be set up incase it was needed.
Colonel Haszard acknowledged the message and alerted the lst Platoon of B Troop
to the north of Ap Bau Bang and the 3d Platoon of C Troop to the south to move
to Fire Support Base 20. He gave Captain Alcala permission to alert his 2d

at the ambush site to prepare for movement back into the perimeter. Colonel
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Haszard noted the growing size of the enemy offensive and decided to move with
his command element to A Troop's position.

In the 3d Platoon sector on the eastern side of the perimeter lieu-
tnant Wolfe detected Viet Cong movement and requested night i1lumination from
a 4.2-inch mortar. As the light from the flare swung across the area, it
was possible to see Viet Cong trooOpS crossing the highway from east to west.
The platoon commenced firing and the enemy movement stopped. Staff Sergeant
George Hua reported, "I got two hits on top of my turret from 60mm mortar
rounds, 2 rounds struck the gun shield below the gun tube....Another round
hit the main gun's blast deflector, so we opened fire with everything we
could lay our hands on."

At 0100 Captain Alcala was advised that a flareship-Spooky 742-armed with
miniguns, and a light fire team of helicopter gunships were on the way.

The enemy troops On the southwest portion of the perimeter were
starting to swarm over Some of the APC's. A voice from Track 1@ came to Staff
Sergeant Dorren in Track 17: "They are swarming all over my track. Dust me with
canister." .Sergeant Dorren hesitated, concerned about the effects of canister
on the crew. Once again came the plea, "My people are down, shoot!" Several
rounds of canister wiped out the enemy in the area of the overrun track. Staff
Sergeant Ramos-Rosario also called for a dusting by canister. Sergeant Dorren
fired several rounds in front of Track 11, eliminating the Viet Cong.. Another
call for hélp came from Track 10. Sergeant Darren fired again and then watched
the track burst into a ball of fire as enemy mortar rounds scored direct hits.
The wounded crew escaped, but Private First Class Steve Lopez died later of
his wounds.

Two more armored personnel carriers were hit, one of them Lieutenant Wolfe's
track. Because the Viet Cong were in so close to his line of APC's, Wolfe had
to pull back about twenty-five or thirty meters and realign the platoon,
completing the move by 0115. Lieutenant Wolfe's track was hit a second time by
an RPG2 rocket. The entire crew was wounded and evacuated to the medical
clearing tent in the center of the perimeter.

The troop's 2d Platoon came charging down Route 13 from its ambush site, the
men firing intermittently as they came. The troopers, after ariving at the
fire support base, manned the gaps in the hard-pressed southern half of the
perimeter. As they took their positions, they Were hit with recoiless rifle
fire and grenades.

The elements of B and C Troops alerted earier received the order to move

and immediately raced to join the battle. The 3d Platoon of C Troop, attacking
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up Route 13 from its troop’s position five kilometers to the south, ran through
a barrage of enemy fire before reaching the perimeter at 0127. At the direction
of Captain Alcala, the platoon swept 1,500 meters south of the defenders

along the rubber-grove tree line. Firing continually during their sweep, the
cavalrymen swung west, then north, then doubled back and entered the perimeter
from the southeast., The vehicles pulled into position between A Troop's
vehicles on the eastern portion of the perimeter defense.

At this same time the 1st Platoon of B Troop was tearing down Route 13 from
its position eight kilometers north. After blasting through a hastily built
ambush just north of the perimeter, the troopers moved around to the south,
firing as they went. Moving into the perimeter, the platoon took up positions
between A Troop's vehicles on the western half of the defensive ring.

The perimeter now contained the artillery battery, all of A Troop, and the
two relief platoons-a large quanity of armor for the size of the perimeter.
Captain Alcala expanded the perimeter by forty meters with a counter attack st
0220.

Two of the tracks hit previously continued to burn throughout the engage-
ment. Lieutenant Festa moved forward with two APC's to evacuate the wounded
lying nearby. Several Viet Cong attempting to remove the .50-caliber machine
gun from one of the burning tracks were killed, as were others attacking the
foxholes containing the wounded. Lieutenant Festa and Specialist Four
Abelardo Penedo, while under intense fire, dismounted and loaded the wounded
into Festa's personnel carrier.

Meanwhile Colonel Haszard, in an APC followed by another M-113 bearing his
command group, moved up Route 13 to the perimeter. Just short.of the perimeter,
Haszard's track was hit and disabled. Captain Alcala sent a tank out of the
perimeter to assist the diwabled track. Colonel Haszard dismounted in heavy
small arms fire and, warding off the Viet Cong, attached the towline. The
command track, with its valuable communications equipment, was pulled into the
perimeter.

At 0300 another attack was developing to the south of the perimeter. It
appeared to-Captain Alcala that this attack was an attempt by the Viet Cong to
recover bodies. Behind a line of skirmishers, unarmed troops advanced carrying
ropes and wires with hooks attached to recover the bodies left on the battle-
field. The attacking force was stopped within fifteen meters of the perimeter.

During this attack, and for the next four hours, miniguns and air strikes
pounded the Viet Cong from above. An Air Force flareship kept the battle area

continually lighted. Initially the artillery covered the northwest, west, and
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southwest sides of the perimeter while aircraft attacked on a north-south axis
east of Route 13. Later a switch was made and the aircraft attack runs were made
from east to west on the south and southwest sides of the perimeter.

During the battle, resupply and "Dust-off" [medical evacuation] missions
continued under the direction of Lieutenant Colonel Paul F. Gorman, G-3 of the
1st Infantry Division. Because of the nature of the battle and the prepond-
erance of automatic weapons on armored vehicles, two and in some cases three
basic loads of .50-caliber and 7.62-mm. ammunition were expended during the
fight. At 0330 the enemy fire slackened; resupply of the units and evac-
uvation of the wounded was completed during the next hour and fifteen
minutes while the artillery and air strikes continued. Twenty-six of the
sixty-three men wounded were evacuated; many of the sightly wounded chose
to stay in their positions and man their weapons.

By 0450 it was noted under the illumination of flares and tank search-
lights that the enemy wWas massing for an attack on the south and southeast sides
of the perimeter. The Viet Cong started their attack at 0500; the artillery
shifted its fire to the west, and aircraft dropped cluster bomb units followed
by napalm and 500-pound bombs on the attackers. The final assault of the Viet
Cong was blunted and the noises of battle subsided. At 0700 the final air
strike and artilelry rounds were placed on the withdrawing enemy.

Colonel Haszard delivered the following message to the men who had taken

part in the battle:

I am extremely proud of every man in this unit for [his] actions last
night. However, there are still many VC in the area. Therefore, you must take
all precautions. I want you to have reaction forces ready for all elements in
the way that you did today....Sweep operations tOmoTTOW must be done thoroughly

Insure that peimeters tonight are the best possible.

The battle of Ap Bau Bang II [Ap Bau Bang was also the site of the first
major action in which the 1st Infantry Division participated on 12 November 196
resulted in 227 [known] enemy dead, 3 prisoners taken, and the capture of much
enemy equipment and weapons. Blood trails stood as mute evidence of the many
bodies hauled away by the Viet Cong. Although more enemy than usual are killed
by small arms when attacks are made on cavalry and armored units, the majority
of enemy deaths in this battle, as in others, resulted from artillery and air
strikes. In this instance 29 air gtrikes delivered 29 tons of ordnance, and

the artillery fired nearly 3,000 rounds. U.S. loses werre 3 men killed and

63 wounded. Enemy priosners identified the attackers as the 2d and 3d Battalic
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of the 273d Regiment of the 9th Viet Cong Division. Intelligence experts
believed the whole regiment participated.

As a result of the battle, General Hay [commanding general, 1lst Infantry
Division] wrote a letter to the 9th Division commander. Printed in Vietnamese
in leaflet form, it was dropped into the enemy area. Translated, the text of

the letter read:

This is to advise you that during the battle of Ap Bau Bang on 20 March the
Regimental Commander of Q763 [273d Regiment] and his battalion commanders
disgraced themselves by performing in an unsoldierly manner.

During this battle with elements of this Division and attached units your
officers failed to accomplish their mission and left the battlefield covered
Wwith dead and wounded from their units.

We have buried your dead and taken care of your wounded from this battle.
The letter bore the signature of General J.H. Hay.

Following its participateion in Operation Junction City II on 29 March
the 1st Brigade moved southeastward and laucned Operation Portsea II in the
jungles of central Phuoc Tuy Province on 3 April. The operation was being
mounted against the 5th Viet Cong Division in an effort to disrupt the
division's supply system and to extend government control over the targeted
area. Efforts would bhe made to destroy Viet Cong forces along Route 327 from
Binh Gia to Xuyen Moc 13 miles to the southeast. In addition to the 9th
Infantry Division forces a squadron from the 1lth Cavalry and the lst Australian
Task Force would be participating in the operation.

The 1st Australian Task Force consisted of Australian and New Zealand
troops, had been operating in Phuoc Tuy Province since April 1966 and was stat-
ioned at Nui Dat on Route 2 22 miles north of Vung Tau. The 11th Cavalry
squadron was stationed at the regimental base camp Blackhorse [Long Giaol on
Route 2 in adjoining Long Khanh Province, 8 miles south of Xuan Loc the
provincial capital. Route 2 a dirt road extended 26 miles between its junction
with Highway 1 at Tan Phong in Long Khanh Province and its junction with
Route 52 at Ap Tay in Phuoc Tuy Province. Highway 1 and Route 2 were the lst
Brigade's land route to the operational area. Brigade forces consisted of the
5th Cavalry; 2d Battalion, 39th Infantry; and the 2d Battalion, 47th Infantry
(M7,

During the twelve days the operation was undertaken the Viet Cong avoided

major contact with the participating forces. In contacts made during the
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operation 44 Viet Cong were killed and 6 captured. Also 77 weapons, 219,163
rounds of ammunition, and 18 tons of rice were captured. With the end of
Operation Portsea II the 1lst Brigade returned westward and rejoined Junction
City while the 5th Cavalry moved to Blackhorse and assumed responsibilty for
the security of the 11th Cavalry's base camp on 22 April.

At Blackhorse the 1lth Cavalry's 2d Squadron left the base camp on the
22d to join Task Force Oregon in I Corps. The regiment having earlier
relieved the lst Brigade of its mission along Highway 13 prior to the
brigade starting Operation Portsea II was participating in Operation Junction
City. At Blackhorse the 2d Squadron had been conducting Kittyhawk, a
continuing operation launched in Long Khanh Province on 14 February 1967.
Operation Kittyhawk was designed to secure specific lines of communications
within Long Khanh Province; to secure designated "installations; and to
conduct joint operations with South Vietnamese forces and other Free World
Military Forces.

At the conclusion of Operation Manhattan on 12 May, Headquarters, 11lth
Cavalry, returned to Blackhorse and resumed Operation Kittyhawk. Fifteen days
later the regiment's 1st Squadron reverted back to regimental control. Earlier
the 11th Cavalry had been placed under the 9th Infantry Division's operational
control on 26 May and was subsequently attached to the division on 1 June.

During May D Troop supported the division's 2d Brigade for the first
time in brigade operations in Dinh Tuong Province. At this time the brigade
had not started its Mobile Riverine operations. They would commence on
1 June with Operation Coronado I. In May the 2d Brigade was stationed at —~
Dong Tam and the division's 3d Brigade was stationed at Tan An in Long An
Province, in southwestern III Corps, 45 miles southwest of Bearcat.
Headquarters, 3d Brigade, had originally deployed to Dong Tam on 24 January
1967 with one infantry battalion and two engineer companies, to direct
construction of the Dong Tam base camp and to conduct operations in Dinh Tuong
Province. On 10 March the 2d Brigade replaced the 3d Brigade at Dong Tam and
the latter moved to Tan An.

On 9 June the divison's 1st Brigade and 3d Squadron, 11th Cavalry, launched
Operation Akron south of Bearcat in Long Thanh District of Bien Hoa Province
and Quan Duc District of Phuoc Tuy Province. The objective of Operation
Akron was to clear Base Area 303 [Hat Dich] of Viet Cong forces and installat-
ions. Another major objective of the operation was the clearing of three

trails and helicopter landing zones between Highway 15 and Route 2 to facilitate
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future operations. .

The 5th Cavalry was placed under the 11th Cavalry's operational control
on 19 June and assisted in sweep operations south of the Courtenay Rubber
Plantation off of Route 2, 5 miles south of Blackhorse. At early afternocon
on the 19th A Troop engaged an unknown size Viet Cong force 2 miles east of
Route 2. 1In response to this contact artillery, a helicopter light fire team,
and air strikes were called in to support the troop. In the course of this
action A Troop had 2 men wounded and one ACAV damaged. Later in the afternoon
C Troop found fresh graves containing 8 Viet Cong bodies. The following day
the 5th Cavalry continued its sweep operations and made the discovery of a
base camp at mid-day. Air strikes were employed against the base camp.
Finally, at 5:06 p.m. the 5th Cavalry reverted back to 9th Infantry Division
control,

Then in response to a heavy contact the 52d ARVN Rangers were having
south of the ang Nai River, 23 miles north of Blackhorse, with two battalions
from the 275th Viet Cong Main Force Regiment who had crossed the river from
War Zone D, the 11th Cavalry launching Operation Quicksilver sent its Ilst
Squadron to reinforce the rangers. Subsequently, the 9th Infantry Division
committed the 2d and 4th Battalions; 39th Infantry and A Troop plus supporting
artillery to the 11th Cavalry's operational control. Quicksilver continued
until 2 July. Results of the operation were 49 Viet Cong killed and a
substantial amount of equipment captured.

Operation Akron ended on 29 June with a total of 94 Viet Cong killed and
4 captured plus 2 Hoi Chan. In addition, 10,935 rounds of small arms
ammunition, 45 mines, 9 tons of rice, 12 sampans, 98 structures, 1,370 bunkers,
and two regimental size base camps were destroyed. While Task Force Plow
cleared 28 miles of trail and 1,615 acres of jungle. The engineer's cut the
Firestone [11.684 miles] and Blackstone [11.187 miles] trails between Highway
15 and Route 2 and connected the two trails with the Brimstone [5.594 miles]

trail.
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PADDINGTON AND KITTYHAWK

Following the termination of Operation Akron the S5th Cavalry took to
field again under the operational control of the lst Brigade for particip-
ation in Operation Paddington a 9th Infantry Division operation in central
Phuoc Tuy Province. For the operation Headquarters, lst Brigade; 3d Squad-
ron, 1lth Cavalry; 1st Australian Task Force; and the 2d and 3d Battalions,
Vietnamese Marine Corps would be participating. For the operation the divis-
ion's forward command post would control the operation from Nui Dat. The
objective of the Tri-Free World military operation was the destruction of
elements of the 5th Viet Cong Division. Paddington would again take the
Sth Cavalry south on Route 2 to Binh Gia on the opening day of the operation.
And at mid-morning 8 July A Troop departing Blackhorse as the squadron's first
march order outposted Route 2 from the base camp south to Cam My. B Troop's
original order to outpost the road frm Cam My to Binh Gia was cancelled and
the troop was ordered to proceed onto Binh Gia and establish a fire support
base near the road junction with Route 327. A Troop then extended its outposting
of the road onto Binh Gia. While C Troop's column departing the base camp at
noon contained the Birddogs who were escorting the squadron's tactical
operations center, medical and commo tracks, elements of B Battery, 2d Battal-
ion, 35th Artillery [155SP], and elements of the 15th Engineer Battalion.
Once C Troop reached the fire support base the engineers were escorted to
Nui Dat by the troop's lst Platoon.

The next morning the operation shifted eastward as B Troop moving at 6:00
a.m. swept Route 327 for two miles and then established a blocking position for
the remainder of the squadron which was moving east on Route 328. A Troop
with the 3d Platoon, A Company, 15th Engineer Battalion advanced to Rung Rai
where AVLB bridges were layed then proceeded east to the junction of Route 327
and 328 where it established Fire Support Base John. C Troop operating without
its 2d Platoon, escorted the 15th Engineer Battalion wheel vehicles to Nui Dat
and a mine damaged trailer was escorted back to Blackhorse. From the base camp
a 155mm Howitzer was escorted tofFire Support Base John. And the Birddogs
escorted B Battery, 2d Battalion, 35th Artillery and secured a MEDCAP. C Troop
escorted the squadron's tactical operations center and vehicles from Xom Xa
Nam on Route 328 3 miles north of the road junction to where Fire Support Base
Mike was established. During the day D Troop provided two 1light observation
helicopters to the squadron for command and control purposes. The first day

of the operation ended with a C Troop tank hitting a mine at 6:15 p.m.
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As would be the morning routein each day Route 328 between Fire Support
Bases Mike and John had to be swept for mines, and on the first morning B
Troop's sweep team on 10 July proceeded south until it met A Troop's lst
Platoon sweeping north from John. C Troop with B Troop's 3d Platoon attached
continued to guard Mike. And D Troop provided two helicopters to the squadron
for the day. At late morning B Troop with A Troop's 1st Platoon moving
southeast from Mike found and destroyed four bunkers.

During the afternoon the AVLB's were extracted and A Troop's 3d Platoon
which had been guarding the bridge site moved up to Mike. The engineers moved
up at the same time and starting building defensive positions for four
artillery batteries at the fire support base. The 2d Platoon came up a little
later in the day. With all of its elements A Troop moved into the jungle south-
east of Mike to RON and B Troop less its 3d Platoon moved into the jungle to
the southeast to RON also.

The next morning 11 July both A and B Troop's attacked southeastward toward
objectives Alpha and Bravo respectively. At 8:30 a.m. B Troop made contact and
had one man wounded by recoiless rifle fire and dusted-off. At 9:35 a.m. A
Troop linked up with B Troop and a subsequent change in objectives gave A Troop
objective Bravo and B Troop objective Alpha. A Troop moving northeastward to
where a base camp had been located from the air initially RONed at that locat-
jon but later moved. While B Troop found a rice cache in a pit under a hut
later in the afternoon. At 4:00 p.m. B Troop was in a base camp and in
contact fifteen minutes later and receiving recoiless rifle and small arms fire.
In the fighting B Troop killed 4 Viet Cong without taking any casualities.

Meanwhile the lst Brigade Command Post and.the division's lst Battalion,
11th Artillery [105T], in addition to the 5th Cavalry's tactical operations
center were at Fire Support Base Mike being guarded by C Troop reinforced with
B Troop's 3d Platoon. Headquarters and Headquarters Troop helped in the securit
of the fire support base. During the morning C Troop's mine sweep team had
conducted the daily sweep of Route 328. Then early in the afternoon thé troop's
1st Platoon escorted B Battery, 2d Battalion, 35th Artillery to Fire Support
Base Bill.

The next morning 12 July A Troop with its lst Platoon still attached to
B Troop was given a change in orders. Instead of returning to Mike the troop
was ordered to continue its search and destroy mission to the southeast and at
mid-morning the troop found a small base camp. At the same time B Troop contim
to search the base camp they had found the previous afternoon. At mid-day

C Company, 2d Battalion, 39th Infantry linked up with B Troop and came
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under the operational control of the 5th Cavalry to assist in searching the
base camp. At early afternoon A Troop's lst Platoon was released by B Troop
and returned to Mike. Finally at 5:00 p.m. B Troop and C Company started back
to Mike which they reached by 10:00 p.m.. And A Troop closed on B Troop's
former RON by 10:00 p.m. also.

During the day C Troop with B Troop's 3d Platoon continued to secure the
fire support base. During the daily sweep of Route 328 one of C Troop's tanks
hit a mine but the crew was uninjuried. And a forty pound shape charge was
subsequently found. At mid-day the troop was ordered to send a reinforced

platoon to Fire Support Base Bill.

A Troop seized objective Alpha the following day and moved back to Route 329.

And B Troop reinforced with A Troop's lst Platoon moved back into the jungle
and headed back to the base camp where it had been the previous day. It was
joined there by A Troop at 2:00 p.m. and the two troops completed the destruct-
ion of the camp. During the afternoon the division's commanding general,
General Eckhardt visited the base camp area. Previously he had visited with
the 5th Cavalry at Mike earlier in the day. With the destruction of the base
camp A Troop returned to Mike while B Troop went into a RON.

During the day C Troop with the attached 3d Platoon continued to secure
Mike. The troop's lst Platoon was still at Bill with B Battery, 2d Battalion,
35th Artilery. And C Troop's 2d Platoon remained at Binh Son where it had been
since the start of Operation Paddington. During the morning the attached
3d Platoon swept Route 328 and then secured Australian surveyors working on the
road.

At 8:00 p.m. Fire Support Base Mike was hit by approximately 16 rounds

of Viet Cong mortar fire that lasted nearly twenty-five minutes. Though

at early morning one or two figures were seen outside the perimeter at

12:30 a.m. and harrassing and interdiction fires were conducted by the forces
at the fire support base at 12:30 a.m. and 5:30 a.m. And figures were seen and
fired on at 1:25 a.m. and 3:45 a.m. with unknown results. During the early
morning hours the Viet Cong pumped three more mortar rounds into the perimeter
wounding a member of B Troop's 1lst Platoon.

General Eckhardt accompanied by several officers visited the 5th Cavalry's
tactical operations center during the morning. And an American soldier was
killed during the morning when he stepped on a mine along Route 328. In the
jungle B Troop remained at its RON repairing vehicles until early afternoon

when they started back for Mike. During the morning B Troop had released A




-43-

Troop's lst Platoon which reached Mike at 1:00 p.m. The lst Platoon was

given the mission of escorting downed vehicles south on Route 328 where

they would link up with elements of the 11th Cavalry for .the return road march
to Blackhorse. Then just 300 meters from Mike a 1lst Platoon tank struck a mine
as they started their road march with the downed vehicles. During the day

C Troop's lst Platoon escorted B Battery from Fire Support Base Bill to the
newly established Fire Support Base George located adjacént to Route 328

1 3/4 miles south of Mike. After B Troop's return it had sent its 1lst and

3d Platoons to secure Fire Support Base George.

The next day 15 July A Troop's 2d Platoon swept the road from Mike to
George while B Troop's 3d Platoon swept it from George to John. During the
morning A Troop's 3d Platoon at 9:00 a.m. had started a patrol to the
southeast while C Troop conducted one to the southwest also. As B Troop's 3d
Platoon was returning to George the platoon was ambushed by an estimated two
squads of Viet Cong at 10:40 a.m. Responding to the ambush the squadron sent
B Troop's 1st Platoon and A Troop's 2d and part of its 3d Platoon to assist
the ambushed 3d Platoon. The Viet Cong used recoiless rifles and small arms
in their ambush., Contact was broken twenty-five minutes after the ambush
had started. 3d Platoon loses were 2 killed and 2 wounded. Viet Cong
loses were unknown. But because of a storm at Blackhorse the dust-off called
in at 10:45 a.m. was not completed until 12:05 p.m.

During the day squadron elements prepared for their return to Blackhorse
the next day. During its patrol A Troop's 3d Platoon found a platoon size
base camp less than a % mile from George. While C Troop reinforced with B
Troop's 2d Platoon continued to secure Mike. During the evening one or two
figures were seen outside the perimeter and fired on by A Troop elements at
9:30 p.m. with unknown results.

The next morning 16 July C Troop and Headquarters and Headquarters Troop
secured Fire Support Base Mike during the extraction of Headquarters, lst
Brigade and 1st Battalion, 11th Artillery from Mike. For the day D Troop
provided two light observation helicopters and a light fire team to cover the
squadron's move. During the day B Troop swept Route 328 north to Mike and south
to George and continued to secure Fire Support Base George. And the Birddogs
escorted the squadron's tactical operations center and vehicles to George
from where they would move with B Troop back to Blackhorse. The squadron's
route of march was to be Route 328 south to Route 23, then west to Route 2,

and north to Blackhorse.
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A Troop the squadron's first march unit departed at 4:28 p.m. with three
155mm Howitzers from Fire Support Base George. Earlier in the day its lst
platoon finally reached Blackhorse with the downed vehicles then the platoon
had outposed Route 2 from the base camp south for 9 miles. A Troop estab-
lished a fire support base adjacent to Route 23 to support the squadron in
its initial movement and emplaced an AVLB bridge at a critical crossing point
near by then continued onto Blackhorse. B Troop with the squadron command
post elements departed at 4:32 p.m. While C Troop escorting downed vehicles
and following B Battery, 2d Battalion, 35th Artillery's mission to provide
support for the squadron's march to Blackhorse, started at 5:55 p.m. While
the rest of the 5th Cavalry reached Blackhorse by 7:35 p.m. C Troop RONed at
Nui Dat with B Battery.

During the operation numerous mine, sniper, and ambush incidents
occurred, which had been conducted by units of the 5th Viet Cong DiVision.
Results of the operation were an estimated 40 Viet Cong contacted and 4
killed with a total of 6 possible. 1In addition 7 land mines, 3 tons of
spoiled rice,miscellaneous clothing and backpacks, assorted weapons maintenance
equipment, 300 bunkers, 50 huts, and 2 men's hats were destroyed. While
the 5th Cavalry had 3 men killed and 6 wounded. Also one tank was damaged
and one tank was destroyed by anti-tank mines, and one tank was damaged by
recoiless rifle fire. And one APC was destroyed by unknown causes when it
caught fire at the start of operation while still inside the Blackhorse
base camp.

Five days after the termination of Operation Paddington the 5th Cvalry
under the operational control of the 1lth Cavalry assumed responsibility for
Operation Kittyhawk és the regiment launched Operation Emporia, a major
clearing operation along Highway 20, from its junction with Highway 1 north
to the II Corps boundary, 56 miles to the north. With its assumption of Kitty-
hawk the squadron was not only responsible for the security of the Blackhorse
base camp it was also responsible for the security of the 34th Engineer
Group's rock quarry at Gia Ray, and for providing security for the logistical
convoys between Blackhorse and Long Binh, As the squadron undertook
Operation Kittyhawk each line troop in the squadron was assigned a specific
mission. A Troop was given the mission of securing Gia Ray. B Troop the
mission of escorting and securing the daily logistical convoys. And C Troop
the mission of securing the Blackhorse base camp.

Though A Troop's line of march was north on Route 2 to Tan Phong where
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it junctioned with Highway 1, then via the higpway to Route 333 and onto the
quarry, the troop reinforced with C Troop's lst Platoon was going to establish
ready reaction force positions along the highway to cover the movement of the
troop and the troop it relieved. Even though it was broad daylight nothing
could be taken for granted. Because in December 1966 the 11th Cavalry fought
a major action-on Highway 1 petween Suoi Cat and the road junction with Route
333 just south of the quarry. In that fight on 2 December the regiment's 1lst
Squadron killed more than 100 Viet Cong. Once the relief had been made B
Troop's 3d Platoon continued onto the quarry and C Troop's lst Platoon
returned to Blackhorse.

At Blackhorse B Troop prepared to assume responsibility for the convoy
escort mission. The daily supply convoys were run with one platoon actually
running the convoys while the troop's two other platoons established ready
reaction force positions along the highway from which to respond from should
the convoy run into trouble. The ready reaction force platoons would deploy
daily from Blackhorse while the platoon running the convoy would remain at
Long Binh once it returned at the end of the day with the return convoy.

At the same time C Troop assumed responsibility for the security of the ]
base camp at 12:00 p.m. by relieving all 11lth Cavalry perimeter personnel approp- ;
riate. The base camp had been constructed in late 1966 for the 11lth Armored |
Cavalry which arrived in Vietnam in Septemberlzof that year. Blackhorse was

located in Long Khanh Province's, Xuan Loc District, 8 miles south of Xuan Loc,

the provincial capital. In direct distance the base camp was only 17 miles
southeast of Bearcat. But by road it was 49 miles. The base camp was surrounded |
by an earthen birm and was comprised of wood framed, wood floored tents for
quarters, and wooden buildings for offices, mess halls, headquarters, etc.

The base camp was spartan and reminiscent of a 19th Century American frontief
fort situated in the middle of a hostile environment.

In addition to the 1lth Cavalry and its attached 37th Medical Company and
919th Engineer Company the base camp was home to other Army units also. The
27th Engineer Battalion [Combat], 54lst Military Intelligence Detachment,
409th Radio Research Unit, 595th Signal Company, 398th Maintenance, 188th
Maintenance Battalion [Direct Support], 506th Support and Service Company were
also at the base camp. In addition the 7th Surgical Hospital [Mobile Army] was
stationed at the base camp. And Evans Army Airfield was large enough to
accomodate Air Force C-7 Caribu transports.

The next day 21 August the 5th Cavalry started its first full day of
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Operation Kittyhawk. Within Headquarters and Headquarters Troop the Birddogs,
the squadron's provisional scout section was given a two fold mission that would
become routein and done daily. First, at the start of the day they checked

the base camp's outside perimeter from 7:13 to 8:50 a.m. And at 9:38 a.m.

they left for Xuan Loc with a convoy and MEDCAP team for the provicial capital.
At 12:30 p.m. they returned to Blackhorse and later in the day escorted the second
daily convoys to Xuan Loc. Xuan Loc in addition to being the provincial

capital and also the headquarters for the 18th ARVN Division and the United
States Army's S54th Artillery Group, MACV Team 49, and Headquarters, 2d Battalion,
35th Artillery [155SP] and the location of one battery of the 1st Battalion,

83d Artillery [8"-175mm SP]. Both battalions were elements of the 54th

Artilery Group

At late morning B Troop's 2d and 3d Platoons left Blackhorse and upon
reaching Highway 1 proceeded west to where the 2d Platoon established a
ready reaction force position at the horseshoe curve west of Xuan Loc and the
3d Platoon proceeded on west to Trang Bom where it established its position.

In response to the ambush of the 3d Squadron, 11th Cavalry on Highway 20, C
Troop's 1st Platoon relieved B Troop's 2d Platoon who along with the 3d

Platoon had been put on stand-by for possible movement to the ambush site.

But the move was not necessary. So the 2d Platoon then escorted B Battery,

lst Battalion, 84th Artillery [155SP], a 9th Infantry Division artillery unit

from Long Binh to Blackhorse. During the afternoon B Troop's lst Platoon escorted
the return convoy back to Long Binh.

During the day C Troop while continuing to secure the base camp sent a
dismounted patrol to the area immediately south of the bage camp. And in
response to the ambush on Highway 20 had sent its 1st Platoon to relieve B
Troop'é 2d Platoon at the horseshoe curve. Even though C Troop had the mission
of securing the base camp it would conduct daily missions away from the base
camp also. And at late afternoon C Troop's 2d Platoon was sent with a low-boy
and wrecker to police up a burnt trailer.

While at Gia Ray A Troop continued its maintenance and improving positions in
in the area. During the afternoon the 2d Battalion, 43d ARVN Regiment, 18th
ARVN Division, arrived at Blackhorse, and would work with the 5th Cavalry during
its participation in Operation Kittyhawk.

The following. day the squadron was starting to pick up the pace of the daily
routeins. -The Birddogs conducted their routein daily missions and escorted

and secured a MEDCAP team to Tran Hung Dao west of Xuan Loc. While at Gia Ray



A Troop continued with its previous day's éctivities. And B Troop's 24
Platoon escorted Rome plows plows to the junction of Highway 20 where they were
Wwere turned over to the 11th Cavalry; The troop's 34 Platoon joined the 2d at

that location ang the Ist Platoon ran the daily convoys. And ¢ Troop's 24

ARVNs conducted one to the east of the camp.,

At 11:30 a.m. the next morning Colonel Haszard turneqd command of the Sth
Cavalry over to Lieutenant Colonel Howard R. Fuller, Jr. While out at Gia
Ray A Troop's 1st Platoon and ARVN elements conducted g3 dismounted patrol to
the east of the rock quarry where they found an old bunker complex. The
patrol took sniper fire but Nno casualities. Meanwhile, B Troop's 24 Platoon

left Blackhorse at early morning and escorted C Troop's 24 Platoon and ARVN

the 3d Squadron, 11th Cavalry. Both platoons then set Up their ready react-
ion force positions for the day and the 1st Platoon again ran the daily supply
convoy.

The next day the Birddogs escorted a MEDCAP to Hung Nghia, While at Gia
Ray, A Troop's 2d and 3d Platoons Swept Route 333 and Highway 1 from the quarry
to Suoi Cat. The 3d Platoon then established g rapid reaction force position
at the road junction while the 2d Platoon conducted a Sweep south of Highway 1
where it discovered twenty foxholes. Without incident B Troop conducted its

convoy escort and Security mission, During the morning C Troop and ARVN

SWeep was extended westward beyond Suoj Cat to just bpast Route 332, B Troop
continued its convoy mission. And C Troop with ARVN elements conducted a
search and destroy operation west of Blackhorse along Route 320 that extended
Wwest through Binh Son and onto Highway 15.

The next day the Birddogs escorted and secured a8 MEDCAP teap back to Trang




